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Established in 1982, our firm specializes in the practice of intellectual property 

law. We counsel clients in evaluating, protecting and licensing their intellectual 

property rights in the areas of patents, trademarks, copyrights, mask works, 

trade secrets, and unfair competition. Our legal practice is distinguished by our 

ability to work in the most sophisticated and technologically intensive areas of 

science and engineering. 

 

Fliesler Meyer provides creative legal and business solutions based on our 

knowledge and understanding of the law and of our clients' business and 

technology. The quality of our services is reflected by the long-term 

relationships with our clients, the technical degrees of our attorneys, and the 

intellectual property rights we have obtained, asserted and defended on behalf 

of our clients.  
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30,397 

2011:  225,000 patents issued 

             30,397 California 

2011 Patent 

Counts by State 
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PATENT APPLICATIONS UNDER  

FIRST-TO-INVENT 
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PATENT APPLICATIONS UNDER  

FIRST-TO-FILE (Starting 3/16/2013) 
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Patent Benefits 

• Plaintiff in lawsuit – stop infringement / recover damages 

 

• Defendant in lawsuit – countersue / effect on jury 
(NPE/Trolls) 

 

• Mark product / cease & desist letters / provisional rights 

 

• Marketing position with respect to competitors 

 

• IPO / merger / buyout / acquisition 



9 

Patent Benefits 

• Cross-licensing (larger portfolio may 

reduce royalties) 

• Customer Licensing 

• Joint venture with hardware & software 

providers (define technology) 

• Standards Committees & implementations 

• Inventor’s Recognition Program 
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Claim Strategies 

• Customer features 

– Market differentiations 

 

• Engineering features 

 

• Conceptual features 

– Brain storming sessions 



11 



12 

§112:  Content of Application 

•  Provides a written description of the 

invention 

 

•  Description enables anyone of ordinary 

skill in the art to make and use the 

invention 

 

• Best Mode 
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Patent Disclosure 

• Roadmaps 

• Marketing requirements document 

• Product requirements document 

• Design/Functional specification 

• Architecture document 

• User documentation 

• Release Notes 

• Invention Disclosure Form 
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Prosecution 

• File application 

• Prior art – duty to disclose 

• Application receives filing date & application 
number – Patent Office sets up File Wrapper 

• “Patent Pending” – up to three years + 

• Email publications to inventors 

• First office action 

• Final Office Action 

• Allowance 
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35 U.S.C. 102 

35 U.S.C. 102 – Conditions for Patentability – novelty and loss of right 

to patent 

 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless – 

 

(a)  the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or 

described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country, before the 

invention thereof by the application for the patent, or 

 

(b)  the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a 

foreign country or in public use or on sale in this country, more than one year 

prior to the date of the application for patent in the United States. 
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Changes to 35 USC 102 

35 U.S.C. 102 Conditions for 

patentability; novelty. 

           FIRST TO FILE 

(a) Novelty:  Prior Art – A 

person shall be entitled to a 

patent unless 

 (1)  the claimed invention 

was patented or described 

in a printed publication in 

public use, on sale, or 

otherwise available to the 

public before the effective 

filing data of the claimed 

invention.  

(b) Exceptions- 

       FIRST TO DISCLOSE 

(1)  DISCLOSURES MADE 1 

YEAR OR LESS BEFORE THE 

EFFECTIVE FILING DATE OF 

THE CLAIMED INVENTION – A 

disclosure made 1 year or less 

before the effective filing date of 

a claimed invention shall not be 

prior art to the claimed 

invention . . . if the disclosure 

was made by the inventors . . .   
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35 U.S.C. 103 

35 U.S.C. 103 – Conditions for Patentability – non-obvious subject 

matter 

 

(a)  A patent may not be obtained . . . if the differences between the subject 

matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter 

as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a 

person having ordinary skill in the art . . . .  Patentability shall not be negatived 

by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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PCT 

CONTRACTING 

STATES 
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PCT 

CONTRACTING 

STATES 
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PCT MEMBER 

REGIONS 
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Eureka!  It Really Takes Years of Hard Work 
 

Bright Ideas 
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Common Threads 

• Entrepreneurship 

– 1% inspiration + 99% perspiration + 

many failures 

– A few Aha! moments & then a slow 

process of building small insights 

– An epiphany is an occasional bonus of 

working on tough problems 

– “Chance favors the prepared mind” 

     – Louis Pasteur 
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Snake Walker 

US Patent No. 6,490,999, December 10, 2002 
 

Every animal needs its exercise and snakes are no exception!  Fresh air and warm 

sunshine are great for the reptile and the reptilian squire alike.  But have you ever 

tried to put a small dog or cat collar on a snake?  We didn't think so, because if you 

had, Mr. Slither would have given you the slip.  You see, snakes have the ability to 

alter the shape of their circumference, and they can easily slide out of a normal neck 

collar.  So our serpentine inventor came up with a special collar, one that old forked 

tongue can't escape from because it includes a "concertina movement-neutralization 

device".  We're not sure exactly what that means but if you can actually get your 

snake to go for a leashed walk, or should we say, leashed wiggle, you can look just as 

cool as this guy does.  Oh yeh, uber snake-walkin' cool! 
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Ski Fan  

  US Patent No. 4,189,019, February 19, 1980 

 

Did you hear about the newest winter Olympic 

event, uphill skiing?…..Not!    Interested in snow 

skiing but you don’t have any hills or mountains 

nearby, not to mention the energy required to 

swoosh all day long?  Now you can actually ski 

and relax at the same time with the gas powered 

Ski Fan. 

 

Patented in 1980, this invention straps onto your 

back and is steered by hand controls.  Peaceful 

solitude usually associated with skiing may be 

lacking here (think your lawn mower is noisy?) 

and don’t even ask about the brakes. 
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Surf Donut 

US Patent Issued In 1995 

 
To be a real surfer dude requires 

what?  Well, first and foremost you 

gotta have some surf!  You know, roiling 

water with peaks and valleys to push 

you along as you super glide your way 

to surfer dude-dom.  But having surf 

requires having an ocean, and many 

land-locked dudes would like to be 

surfers too, dude.  So our inventor dude 

brainstormed his way to the Surf Donut, 

a giant spinning drum full of wetness 

that rotates it's way into creating an 

artificial surf.   

 

We're not sure exactly how you are 

going to step into this spherical stream 

machine and bring your board to a hang 

ten stance without falling but we are 

pretty convinced that once you do fall, 

you are going to flail around inside this 

thing like a dude caught in a giant 

washing machine during it's spin cycle!  
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Flying Saucer Submarine 

US Patent Issued In 1997 

 
The future is now!  Check it out, the 

world's first Flying Saucer 

Submarine!  Nuclear power drives the 

twin, counter-rotating internal rotors in a 

radical departure from Leonardo da 

Vinci's continuous screw 

design.  Features include vertical take 

off and landing, three dimensional 

maneuverability, flight up to 36,000 ft. 

altitude and the ability to zip around 

under the water!  

 

That's right, the FSS can move on the 

water, under the water and in the air, all 

without having to shift gears.  An 

automatically deployed inflatable 

balloon/parachute combination for 

emergencies is stored under the dome-

like hood.  We love it… James Bond 

never had it so good. 
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Alarm Fork  

US Patent 5,421,089 

Issued 1995 

 
Less food, less weight gain. And we're here to help, with the 

amazing Alarm Fork.  

 

You can only eat when your fork gives you the green light.  That's 

right, once you’ve shoveled some food into your mouth, the fork 

sensors cue the fork to emit a red light. And you know what that 

means, STOP! Now wait, tick, tick, tick, tick… ding! Green light, 

take a bite.  
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Floating Furniture  

US Patent  4,888,836 

Issued 1989 

 
Tired of looking at your table 

and chairs all day long?  

Furniture taking up entirely too 

much space?   

Store this lighter than air 

levitated furniture filled with 

helium gas on your ceiling 

when you're not using it! 

Grab the tether rope and pull 

your bed down from the ceiling 

to use. 

Never make your bed or clear 

off the dinner table again! 
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